illinois Tool Waorks Inc.
Corporate Headguarters
3600 Waest Lake Avenue
Glanview, IL 60026-1215
Telephone B47.724.7500

Iy

November 13, 2009

Craig Whitenack, Civil Investigator

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Region IX, Southern California Field Office
600 Wilshire Avenue, Suite 1420

Los Angeles, California 90017

Re: CERCLA 104(e) Information Request to Stero Company
Yosemite Creek Superfund Site - San Francisco, Califonia

Dear Mr, Whitenack:

The following is the response of Stero Company (Stero) to the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) CERCLA 104(e) Information Request dated October 15, 2009
concerning the Yosemite Creek Superfund Site (Site) in San Francisco, California. Stero
is currently a division of Illinois Tool Works Inc. (ITW). The parent company of Stero
was acquired by ITW in 1999 and Stero was subsequently merged into [TW.

Due to its very small contribution to the Bay Area Drum Site, Stero entered into a de
minimis settlement with larger parties in 1995. Stero’s contribution would in fact have
qualified for a de micramis settlement per U.S. EPA CERCLA settlement policy.

Please direct all questions and correspondence regarding this Site to Ken Brown at:

Ilinois Tool Works Inc. Phone: (847) 657-4843
3600 West Lake Avenue Fax:  (847) 657-7892
Glenview, IL, 60026 E-mail: kbrown@itw.com

Despite its willingness to work with other PRPs at this Site to resolve this matter with
U.S. EPA, ITW does not admit any liability nor does it waive any rights in this matter or
possible defenses to liability at the Site.

Ken Brown, CHMM
Manager of Environmental
and Chemical Compliance

Enclosures



General objections of Stero
to U.S. EPA Information Request dated October 15, 2009
in regard to the Yosemite Creek Superfund Site

. Stero objects to the Information Request to the extent it seeks information contained in
documents readily available to U.S. EPA from the files of federal, state and local
agencies.

- Stero objects to the Information Request to the extent that it is unduly burdensome,
oppressive, overly broad and unreasonable.

. Stero objects to the Information Request to the extent it seeks information protected
by the attorney-client privilege, the attorney work-product doctrine, or any applicable
privilege or rule that protects such information from disclosure,

. Stero objects to the Information Request to the extent it seeks information that is not
calculated to discover information relevant to the Yosemite Creek Site.



Certification

I certify under penalty of law that this document and all attachments were prepared under
my direction or supervision in accordance with a system designed to assure that qualified
personnel properly gathered and evaluated the information submitted.

Based upon my inquiry of the person or persons who manage the system, or those
persons directly responsible for gathering the information, the information submitted is,
to the best of my knowledge and belief, true, accurate, and complete, I am aware that

there are significant penalties for submitting false information, including the possibility
of fine and imprisonment for knowing violations.

S s

Ken“Brown Date
Manager of Environmental
and Chemical Compliance
Illinois Tool Works Inc.




RESPONSES TO INFORMATION REQUEST QUESTIONS

1. Stero has manufactured warewashing systems for the commercial food equipment
market over the course of its 60 year history. The warewashing systems vary
from semi-automatic stationary washing machines to fully automatic conveyor
washers. See www.stero.com for more information.

2. According to a 1992 letter from Stero to a special investigator working on behalf
of the California Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC), the Stero
facility at 3200 Lakeville Highway in Petaluma, California shipped eight (8)
empty drums to the BAD Site in 1986 for disposal. The 1992 letter and
accompanying DTSC correspondence are included as Attachment 2 to these
responses. No information regarding shipments to the BAD Site from any other
Stero facilities was identified. See response to Question 3 for additional
information about Stero facilities and operations over the Relevant Time Period.

3. Description of Stero operations:

@ Operations at the Stero facility located at 3200 Lakeville Highway in
Petaluma, California began in approximately 1975 and continue at present.
Stero previously operated from approximately 1960 through 1974 at a location
on Donner Street in San Francisco, California. Opcrations have been similar
at the Petaluma and San Francisco locations (“Facilities™). Stero operated for
approximately ten (10) years at two prior locations in the San Francisco area.
Addresses were not determined for those locations, Operations at those
locations are believed to have been on a much smaller scale than those
described below for the Facilities as Stero was 2 startup company at that time.

b. Types of work at the Facilities have included sheet metal work (cutting,
bending, grinding and welding), metal machining (drilling, milling and
turning), solvent cleaning (wipe and dip methods), assembly and packaging as
well as shipping and receiving. Painting has been conducted in a single spray
booth at the Facilities. Parts have been wipe-cleaned with lacquer thinner
prior to painting.

4. Except for those records provided in response to Question 2 above, no records
regarding the storage, production, purchasing and use of Substances of Interest
(SOI) during the Relevant Time Period were located after a diligent search of
Stero and ITW files.

5. Stero has purchased, used and stored sheet metal, other metal items, metal
coatings, and oils at the Facilities that may have contained very low
concentrations of lead and zinc. This response is based on a review of
representative material safety data sheets (MSDSs) and general knowledge of
metal composition.

6. No specific information was identified. See response to Question §.
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7.

10.

I,

12.

13,

14.

Items containing very low concentrations of lead and zinc have been present at
the Facilities throughout their periods of operation. See response to Question 5.

No specific information was identified for the Relevant Time Period but the
approximate annual generation of used oils that likely contained very low
concentrations of lead and zinc at the Petaluma facility over the last ten (10) years
has averaged about two (2) fifty-five (55) gallon drums. Once every few years,
machine tool hydraulic oil reservoirs are purged which results in approximately
eight (8) drums of used oil. Recyclable metal generation has been between
100,000 and 200,000 pounds per year in recent years (see Attachment 8).
Approximately 90% of the recyclable metal is stainless steel, Stero personnel
indicated that oil usage and recyclable metal generation in the latter portion of the
Relevant Time Period would have been similar.

See response to Question 8. Destination facilities for recycling or re-refining used
oil have included the following and those listed on Attachment 9 (destination
facilities used by Maximum Qil Service):

General Environmental Management
11855 White Rock Road
Rancho Cordova, California

Destination facilities for recyclable metals are described in Attachment 8,

Stero has purchased, used and stored hydraulic oil at the Facilities, Any liquid-
filled transformers at the Facilities were owned and serviced by others, These

responses are based on knowledge of a current Stero employee (Terry
Goodfellow),

The types of hydraulic oil purchased, used and stored at the Facilities have
included Chevron/Enerpac 1SO-32 as well as Mobil DTE 24 and 25,

The types of hydraulic oil described in the response to Question 12 were
purchased, used and stored at the Facilities throughout their periods of operation.

No specific information was identified for the Relevant Time Period but the
approximate annual usage of hydraulic oil described in the response to Question

11 at the Petaluma facility in recent years has been approximately one (1) fifty-
five gallon drum,

See response to Question 8.
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15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

Hydraulic oil is the only significant SOI used at the Facilities.

a. Hydraulic oil was used to lubricate machine tools at the Facilities for the
entire operating periods of the Facilities,

b. Suppliers identified for the hydraulic oil included Chevon, Enerpac and
Mobil. No specific documentation of purchases or deliveries was identified
for the Relevant Time Period. Annual hydraulic oil usage in recent years has
been about one (1) fifty-five gallon drum, Stero personnel indicated that
usage in the latter portion of the Relevant Time Period would have been
sirnilar.

¢. Hydraulic was delivered to the Facilities in fifty-five (55) gallon steel drums
over the entire operating periods of the Facilities.

d. Per the information provided in response to Question 2, no records of empty
hydraulic oil drum shipments to off site locations were identified except for
the 1986 shipment to the BAD Site. Stero personnel indicated that strict take-
back requirements were established with SOI suppliers after Stero was noticed
by DTSC about the BAD Site in 1992. In addition, some empty drums were
utilized by the Facilities to contain component parts, metal chips, used oil, etc.

Hydraulic oil was received in fifty-five (55) gallon drums, Stero was not able to
confirm if all of the drums were new and/or re-conditioned but they appeared to
be. Stero personnel indicated that they have no reason to believe that the
containers were used,

See response to Question 15d,
See response to Question 15d.

See response to Question 15¢, Ownership of SHC afier the notice by DTSC about
the BAD Site in 1992 remained with the suppliers.

Individuals with responsibility for procurement of Materials at the Petaluma
facility have included the following:

Vince Glaviano, Buyer/Purchasing Agent - November 2002 to present
Paul Brunetta, Purchasing/Safety Manager - June 1976 to June 2002

Stero personnel believe that the two (2) predecessors to Paul Brunetta are now
deceased. Information possessed by the incumbent concerning Stero’s
procurement of Materials would include invoices, shipping papers, etc. that are
still within relevant corporate records retention time periods.
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21,

22,

23,

24.

25,

26.

27.

Used oils have been collected in fifty-five (55) gallon drums for the entire
operating periods of the Facilities, Stero personnel indicated that used oil was
removed at least once per year. Recyclable metals that may have contained very
small concentrations of lead or zinc were collected in fifty-five (55) gallon drums
and small open-top skips (dumpsters) at the Facilities. Stero personnel indicated
that recyclable metal containers were removed several times a year from the
Facilities,

As stated in the response to Question 21, fifty-five (55) gallons drums have been
used to collect used oil and fifty-five (55) gallon drums and open-top skips
(dumnpsters) have been used to collect recyclable metals at the Facilities, These
containers have been removed from the Facilities when full. Stero personnel were
not able to provide identifying colors or markings for the containers since that has
varied over the Facility operating periods. Stero personnel indicated that the
containers used to collect used oil and recyclable metals were generally used
rather than new,

Detailed records were not identified for the Relevant Time Period. Recent
agreements with Stero’s used oil and récyclable metal contractors indicate that the
used 0il contractor takes title to the material including the container, The
recyclable metal contractor owns the open-top skips,

Individuals with responsibility for environmental matters at the Facility have
included the following:

Paul Brunetta, Purchasing/Safety Manager - June 1976 to June 2007
Terry Goodfellow, Director of Operations - July 1973 to present

M. Brunetta reported to Mr. Goodfellow throughout his Stero tenure. Mr.
Goodfellow currently reports to Lin Senseni g, Stero General Manager,

and has reported to various individuals over the years. No information about
predecessors to Mr. Goodfellow was determined. Information possessed by the
incumbent concerning Stero environmental matters would include environmental
reports, permit information, waste manifests, waste profiles, etc. that are stil]
within relevant corporate records retention time periods.

No information was identified about purchases from a drum recycler,

No specific information was identified. Stero personnel indicated that wastes
were segregated for as long as they could recall.

No information was identified,
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28. See response to Question 2 for records of communication between Stero and the
Bay Area Drum Company. No records of communication between Stero and the
other entities listed were identified.

29. No records regarding SOIs are available prior to approximately 2003 except for
information available from online sources such as the DTSC and U.S. EPA web
sites as well as possibly in the files of those agencies.

30. See Attachments to these responses. Attachments are identified by the number of
the Information Request Question they pertain to,

Persons consulted and involved in preparation of these responses were as follows:

Vince Glaviano Terry Goodfellow
Buyer/Purchasing Agent Director of Operations
Stero Company Stero Company
Margaret Lustig Lin Sensenig
Executive Assistant/HR Specialist General Manager
Stero Company Stero Company
Stero address and telephone number: Stero Company

3200 Lakeville Highway

Petaluma, California 94954
(800) 762-7600

George Goobanoff

George Goobanoff Associates

Environmental, Health & Safety Consultant to Stero (since circa 2003)
218 Burgundy Road

Healdsburg, California 95448

(707) 433-4647

Ke¢n Brown

Manager of Environmental
and Chemical Compliance
Ilinois Tool Works Inc, (ITW)
3600 West Lake Avenue
Glenview, Tllinois 60026
(847) 724-7500

Last known address for Paul Brunetta: 710 Old King Road
Petaluma, Califomia 94954



Attachment 2

1992 Stero Response to DTSC Special Investigator
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Investigator

Office of Local Enforcement 4

480 P Street, 4th Floor §\-
Box BO@&

Sacramente, CA 995812-0H04

Bill Motmans !f i“ 21 m
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et o heslitats To comtact me 19 you have any more
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THE STERO COMPANY

CLATORY AFFAIRS

Motmans:

response to our phone conversation and your lefiter crtamped
L9972, in regards to Bay Srea Drum Company.

Ta the best of our knowledage we shipped 8 drums torouah
19€7 to BRLC, The sciimaten pumber o7 Zrume for 1

o was ZLl, tut only £ were ac*tually smighk-uo,
The drums originally Zame to us mMew or reconciitisz=n and
filled with sither hydraulic oi! or lacousr Lf5inmer

The drums were 550 gallcn steel type.

When the hydraulic oil ~2r lacguer thinner were o
we would use the drums to put our diriy lac
and waste ail 1n, Wrhen the drums wera Tii
have a waste hauler come in and vacuum oui
waste products (waste no. 214, flammaznle liguidg
kihen the drums were picked up by BALRC they wers
We wouwld tilt teset thz Z2rume Lo =22 Lthat were com
empty .

The drums were sznt tc SADC Tor prooer dicspocsal.

n

Simcerely,

té«/ = v

Paul Brunetta
Safety Coordinatcr

3200 LAKEVILLE HIGHWAY - PETALUMA, CALIFORNIA 94954 - (707) 762-0071

TOLL FREE 500-762-7600 WW/W/ 5:;)_,9.2_
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STATE OF CALIFDRNIA- ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
" DEPARTMENT OF TOXIC SUBSTANCES CONTROL

400 P Street, dih Floor
P.C. Box BO6
Sacramento, CA 95812.0806

(916) 322-2831

FETE WILSON, Governor
e ——

Mr. Paul Brunetta

Safety & Environmental Manager
Stero Company

3200 Lakeville Highway
Petaluma, CA 94954

Dear Mr. Brunetta:

This letter is to confirm our phone conversation of May 11, 1992 regarding
Stero Company’s past business relationship with the Bay Area Drum Company
{BADC) located at 1212 Thomas Avenue, San Francisco.

Please find some receiving tickets attached and other documentation related
to some transactions in 1986.

The Department is interested in the nature of transactions between your
company and BADC. As previously discussed, the Department is specifically
interested in the following:

1. The approximate number of drums shipped to BADC through. 1987.
2. The nature of the substances contained in subject drums.
3. The type and capacity of each drum.

4. The disposition of subject drums after the substances were used.

L

. The residual level in each drum after they were shipped offsite.
6. Methods used to determine the residual levels in each drum,.
7. Were drums sent to the BADC for reconditioning or disposal?

Please provide responses to the aforementioned questions within thirty (30)
days of this letter. Compliance with the information request set forth is
mandatory pursuant to § 25185.6, 25358.1, and 25358.3 of the California Health
and Safety Code.

Please send your response to: Bill Motmans
Special Investigator
Office of Local Enforcement
400 P Street, 4th Floor
P.0. Box 806
Sacramento, CA 95812-0806

1

"M hf maowr



My, Paul Brunetta
Page 2

I want to thank you for your courtesy and assistance during our
conversation today and urge you to contact me if you need further
clarification on any of these matters.

Sincerely,

zﬂéggéA;EfQJf;aaij{?f¢£2%3§2§;zatf¢i§fi e

William Motmans, Jr.
Special Investigator

Enclosures
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BAY AREA DRUM GO, INC.
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Petaluma, Ca 94951
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" FROM: DHS-TSCP—SME~REGION 2 TO: 1 916 327 @978

. B
:M THE STERO COMPANY
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Hm TE-007) BO0-782- 200 800-732-6560
LOCAL OQUTSIDE CALIFORNIA INSIDE CALIFORNIA
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00187 |

THIS NUMBER MLUST APPEAR

ON ALL INVOICEE AND PACKAGES

14

T BAY AREA DRUM Co.
0. BDX 24228
SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94124 DATE REOUIRED:
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EXCUTE ACCEFTANCE COPY OF THIS ORDER, ANY ACCEPTANGE OF THIS ORIER 15 YOUR PROMISE THAT ITEMS WitL o0 DEUVERED AT THE TIMES FﬂﬂVIDFﬂ N, AND
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OF PURCHASING (OR AN OFFICER) OF THE ETERQ COMPANY. NO OTHEN 1ORM OF ACCEFTANCE IS BINDING DN TIE SYERO COHPM

BY ...
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BAY AREA DRUM CoO., INC
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Attachment 8

2003 to 2008 Recyclable Metal Generation
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Attachment 9

Destination Facilities used by Maximum Oil Service
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